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1 . YOU SHOULD SEEK ONCE AGAIN TO IMPRESS UPON CHARUNPHAN 
OUR CONCERNS THAT A MEETING OF THE US-THAI WORKING GROUP 
NOW, TO DISCUSS THE ISSUE OE U.S. TROOP WITHDRAWALS, WOULD 
CONVEY THE WRONG SIGNAL TO HANOI AND TO THE REST OF SOUTH- 
EAST ASIA AT A TIME WHEN NORTH VIETNAMESE ILLEGAL MILITARY 
ACTIVITIES HAVE ESCALATED MEASURABLY IN SOUTH VIET NAM. 

WE FEEL THIS STRONGLY, EVEN IF THE CONSULTATIONS WERE NOT 
TO INVOLVE DISCUSSION OF FURTHER DRAWDOWNS. YOU SHOULD 
REITERATE OUR DESIRE TO HOLD FORCE LEVELS STEADY FOR THE 
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AND POINT OUT THAT EVEN THE APPEARANCE OE A BUSIN''SS-AS- 
USUAL ATTITUDE WHICH A REVIEW MEETING MIGHT CONVEY, COULD 
ENCOURAGE THE NORTH VIETNAMESE TO EXPAND THEIR ATTACKS. 
OUR STRONG PREFERENCE IS TO DELAY EURTHER EORMAL CONSULTA- 
TIONS AND TO AVOID PUBLICITY UNTIL WE HAVE HAD SUEEICIENT 
TIME TO SEE HOW THE CURRENT NVA OFEENSIVE DEVELOPS. YOU 
SHOULD POINT OUT HIS POSITION ON TALKS HAS BEEN CAREEULLY 
STUDIED IN WASHINGTON BUT THAT THE USG STRONGLY BELIEVES 
CONSULTATIONS AT THIS TIME COULD HAVE THE ADVERSE EEEECT 

NOTED ABOVE. 

2. IE, ALTER PRESSING THE ABOVE POINTS AGAIN WITH 
CHARUNPHAN, YOU ARE PERSUADED THAT HE EULLY UNDER- 
STANDS OUR STRONG CONCERN, YOU ARE AUTHORIZED TO AGREE 
TO HIS REQUEST TO RECONVENE THE WORKING GROUP EOR THE 
SOLE PURPOSE OE REVIEWING EORCE REDUCTIONS TO DATE 

AND THE CURRENT MILITARY SITUATION IN INDOCHINA, AS YOU 
RECOMMENDED IN PARA 15 OP REP A. YOU SHOULD INDICATE 
TO CHARUNPHAN THAT IN SUCH A MEETING US REPRESENTATIVES 
WOULD INDICATE TO THE THAI THAT WE BELIEVE IT IS IN THE 
INTEREST OP BOTH OUR NATIONS TO DEPER ANY DISCUSSION WITH 
REGARD TO POSSIBLE PUTURE REDEPLOYMENTS UNTIL THE 
INDOCHINA SITUATION CLARIPIES. 

3. YOU SHOULD ALSO TELL CHARUNPHAN, IN ADVANCE OP A 
EORMAL MEETING, THAT WE BELIEVE THE STATEMENT TO BE 
ISSUED ALTER THE MEETING SHOULD BE AS YOU PUT FORWARD 
IN PARA 15 OF REF A. SHOULD THE THAI RESIST SUCH A 
STATEMENT, YOU SHOULD TELL THEM THAT WE WOULD UNDER 
THOSE CIRCUMSTANCES PREPER NOT TO HAVE A MEETING SINCE 
ANY OTHER KIND OF STATEMENT WOULD CONVEY A SIGNAL 
CONTRARY TO OUR COMMON INTERESTS. KISSINGER 
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